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When I jury a thematic show, my goal is to include a variety of mediums and styles 
that I think best conveys the message of the given theme.  I use the same approach 
when selecting the awards.  Occasionally the art I choose may not match the theme 
as expected, but instead what I think deserves to be recognized.   
 
In "Expressions 2020", I felt that the theme left a lot of room for creativity.  It is 
more subjective, allowing the artist to express their opinion and interpretation of 
the theme. 
 
Briefly, I chose the awards based on different qualifications.  The first place award, 
entitled “Solano Court”, [Jonathan Crow] is an oil on canvas.  I felt it was a strong 
and well executed painting that provoked a mood of true expression that allows 
the viewer to read into it as they wish.  Even though I was only looking at an image 
online, I could see the painterly quality of the work. 
 
The second place award, “Approaching Monoliths” [Michael Manente] is another 
oil on canvas, and although it is also more representational, it has a completely 
different mood, capturing the void, that is so current, through the composition and 
palette. 
 
The third place award, “Allegro II” [Jane Grimm] is a ceramic work.  I liked the 
dimensional aspect of it and that it was a different medium, that was not only 
dimensional but had a textural quality to it.  This might be an example of a work 
that some may question fits the theme, but at the same time, it’s very subjective. 
 
There were many artists that I felt deserved to be included in the Honorable 
Mention category, so it seemed even more difficult to narrow it down to three 
choices.  I chose the monotype entitled “These Many Years” [Sarah Smelser] 
because I felt it was important to include at least one print and I responded to what 
looks like various printing techniques, and the palette.  I’m sure that because I 
studied printmaking at SFAI years ago and know how difficult it is to create a print 
like this, was also a determining factor. 
 
I think the sculpture entitled, “Obligato” [Sean O’Donnell] is so unique, made from 
an antique saw, a billiard ball rack and chisel handles, it totally fit the theme 
of Expressions for me.  
 
Lastly, the third Honorable Mention is an archival pigment print, entitled “Pure 
Joy”, [Victoria Ruderman] which I couldn’t help but feel each time I reviewed this 
image.  I wanted to include at least one photographer and although there were 
others I felt were successful prints, I keep going back to wanting to see this 
image.  



 
I want to thank Bette Trono for inviting me to participate in this online exhibition for 
the Marin Society of Artists and for her time working with me on the logistics of the 
online program.  I am happy I was able to be part of this national call for artists. 
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