
Gail Andersen 
 
I have been a resident of the west my entire life. Born and raised in Portland, Oregon and a resident of 
Northern California for the rest of it, I wear my left coast "badge" with pride. 
 
Water is the heart and soul of our landscape - the Pacific Ocean and all of the lakes and rivers are an 
immense source of pride and beauty and are also of social and economic importance. Whether it's the 
Skagit, Yakima, Willamette, Rogue, Mighty Columbia, Sacramento or Truckee rivers, or the lakes of 
Shasta, Crater and Tahoe, each is majestic and serves as a wonderful source of recreation to those of 
us lucky enough to live near them. 
 
With this context, it should not be surprising that I adore the water and that it is a focus in many of my 
paintings. As an example, though I have never cast a line in my life, I love to paint people fishing. 
Perhaps the partially submerged figures in the densely populated ripples are a metaphor for 
something "deeper", but that is for viewers to decide for themselves. 
 
Rick Arietta 

  
Rick is a native of San Francisco currently living in Marin with his lovely wife.  His interest in painting 
evolved from his theatrical endeavors wherein he was an actor and set builder. That, coupled with his 
love of the sierra mountains, especially Yosemite, evolved into a fondness of landscape art.  Primarily 
self taught, Rick works in acrylic and oil. 
 
Ruth Arietta 
  
I have always had a deep interest in plants. animals, and the oddities of the natural world.  This has 
influenced my work as an artist.  I live in San Anselmo with my husband, an abundant garden, and an 
assortment of wild and tame creatures. 
 
Lucy Arnold 
  
Nature is my primary source of inspiration, and color my main mode of expression in all of my artwork.  
 
When I create a piece of digital art, I feel as if I am telling a story, myth or fairytale without words. I 
follow my intuition and make artistic judgments until the piece feels complete and meaningful, but 
leave the interpretation to the viewer's imagination. 
  
Real species are featured in my natural history watercolor paintings, as I can't imagine life forms more 
wonderful and bizarre than those actually found here on Earth. 
 
In my abstract work, inspiration is more internal and intuitive. I employ multi-layered colors to explore 
micro and macrocosms of energy, dimensions, and the cosmos. 
 
Sheldon Bachus 
  
As Californians and as artists, we live here on the edge of the North American plate. Perched here as 
we are on the great San Andreas Fault, it is little wonder that our lives have become both seismically 
and aesthetically edgy. 
 
Wendy Baker 

 
Art to me is all about freedom of expression. 
 
In my journey I have focused mainly on landscapes as a source of inspiration. I have degrees in 
landscape architecture from Berkeley & Harvard. 



 
I grew up near the beach in San Francisco and that setting also influences my work. 
 
I studied “design direction” as an art major as a college freshman. Strong  design and architectural 
elements also serve as a focus of my art.  
 
Kathleen Beckerley 
  
I have been an artist since I was very young. I love photography and do a lot of traveling so lots of my 
images are from my travels. I , also do watercolor painting and often use my photos to paint from.  
 
John Benet 
  
Originally from Chatham, New Jersey, I’ve lived in the Bay Area since 1988.  I’m a retired physician; 
I’ve been shooting with digital SLRs since 2009. I enjoy producing both color and black and white 
images. My primary interest is in landscape photography, and I also enjoy wildlife and garden subjects 
using both realism and impressionism.  
 
Yuan Chen 
  
 My artwork reflects what is accessible in the present moment, embracing a desire to realize the 
tangible beauty which lies beyond the momentary and impermanent. I seek to enrich and enlarge the 
perception of the inner authenticity. When immersed in the process, I merge with the piece, creating a 
fluid boundary between the artist and art. As I work with my chosen elements, I focus on adding line, 
color and materials in a way that illustrates plasticity and depth. During the process, the unique 
character of the artwork reveals itself, allowing the piece to evolve and take on a momentum of its 
own. 
 
Patricia Crowley 

  
I am an oil painter with a contemporary flair. Subjects range from realistic through abstract. 
 
Karen Gann 

  
I grew up in Italy and America and after years of being an art lover and a designer started a career in 
watercolor painting.  The artistic influences in my life have been the years of ballet training as a young 
girl and, later, the program for interior design at the Rudolph Schaefer School of Design. This was my 
introduction to color theory; in all my work I strive for a harmonious sequence of colors related in hue 
yet covering a range of value. Thus I have found transparent watercolor to be a particular joy.  My 
paintings which are mostly landscapes and florals reflect the movement, color and rhythm that I see in 
all nature.  Thus with the paint brush I again feel - as I did in the ballet studio years ago - that I am truly 
dancing.  
 
Joseph Grenn 
  
I have found inspiration from my travels, most recently to Poland and from my friend and mentor, the 
inimitable artist, John Stobart.  
 
Being an admirer of Caravaggio, I have recreated several of the master’s works in an effort to gain a 
greater understanding of his phenomenal skills. I feel I get a better view when I stand on the shoulders 
of giants. 
 
My other works include landscapes, portraits and figures that hopefully evoke a special place in time. I 
believe the historian tells what happened, but the artist tells what it felt like. 
 



Lynn Gross 
  
Re-use and recycle: Whether it's old newspaper covers, old hair curlers, old paintings or packaging 
supplies, there is an artistic use for everything! I'm amazed how I much art I can make with stuff I 
would normally discard! 
 
John Henry 
  
Many of my photographs are taken on travels through the western US and worldwide.  I try to find the 
one image that captures the essence of the moment, whether it's the sun setting over a castle, or a 
ragged boy sloshing through a puddle. 
 
I also create semi-abstract images, often using the urban landscape, producing images with a variety 
of moods.  More recently, I have been experimenting with my own watercolor abstracts, taking digital 
photos which are then processed in a variety of ways. 
 
Barbara Ivy 

  
My goal is to provide a happy place for the viewer to go while sinking into my art.  
 
Jocelyn Jacinto 

  
As an artist, the last 31 years has been an incredible journey for me creating artworks by  drawing in 
colored pencils, charcoal, and ink, painting in oil, acrylic and watercolor, jewelry making in silver, 
gemstones, beads, and glass, printmaking in copper, zinc, and woodcuts, producing SX- 70 
manipulating techniques with an old Polaroid camera, and photography with my canon, Nikon and 
android phone. 
 
Ronnie Kaiser 

  
Dipping my brush into the juiciness of the oil paint and applying it to the campus is exhilarating and 
exciting. Solving the problems of composing light and dark patterns and lines as they move through a 
piece is stimulating.  Balancing a strong color in juxtaposition to an opposing color can make a piece 
vibrant and exciting or calming and peaceful. The decision is mine. My paintings, whether still life's, 
landscapes or figures are all about solving a puzzle. I keep changing the elements until I solve that 
puzzle. 
 
Peter Keresztury 
  
As a general building contractor and one of the founding members of the Art Deco Society of 
California, I tend  to bring my love of architecture and design into my sculptures and photographs.  My 
desire to photograph a thought-provoking image is important to me. I always hope the viewer will feel 
the same way I did when I took the picture.  
  
Sheri Langer 

  
Sheri is a Psychotherapist and a contemporary artist working in several media, which vary from 
graphic design to painting, sculpture, collage, and all types of photography.  Her artwork also includes 
ceremonial object design and Ketubot (Jewish wedding contracts).  The importance of Judaism in her 
life is often reflected in both her art and in her counseling work.  She was an artist-in-residence at the 
California Science Center in Los Angeles (formerly the California Museum of Science and Industry) 
doing experimental computer art and teaching computer animation classes for primary grade kids for 6 
years.  She was a graphic artist and set designer at ABC TV.  Sheri has worked in private practice, 
clinics, and drug & alcohol rehabs including Pasadena Recovery Center and Beit T'Shuvah, a Jewish 



residential facility for recovering addicts, where she volunteered for 20 years as a substance abuse 
counselor and facilitator for groups of all sorts. She often integrates art into her therapy practice.   
 
Donna Loftus 
  
I paint what I love in an effort to share and make the world a more beautiful place. 
 
Oola Mar 
  
One's studio becomes a laboratory of sorts - experimentation combined with intuition and knowledge 
lead to some amazing results both lovely and disastrous. My studio/laboratory is a microcosm fueled 
by a gentle but energetic expanding creativity. 
 
Diane Marchant 
  
Born and raised in California, I ventured into the other world (Arizona, Colorado, Michigan, Ohio) but 
came home again to stay.  My husband and I live in Fairfax (Marin County) -- a constant source of 
inspiration. 
 
Dave Matthews 
  
I'm primarily a self taught mixed media and abstract artist that recently came back to art after retiring 
from Corporate life. I create work from found objects, old furniture, wood, and stone  My work takes 
many forms; from pedestal mounted, wall hung and suspended.   
 
In my abstract sculptures I strive for balance and symmetry and often highlight the natural beauty of 
wood or conversely the blemishes in found objects. My mixed media work often invites the viewer into 
the piece to trigger a memory or emotion.  
 
 
Beth McCoy 
  
I have always had a soft spot for misfits, outcasts and eccentrics. I like to take things that have been 
rejected in some way, whether in the last chance clearance bead bin, or in a pile of tossed out records 
at urban ore, and give them a new life and purpose. Over the years, I have had the opportunity to 
explore many art forms, and to also find a way to use the throw away scraps from each form. While 
foraging through thrift stores and junk yards for treasures, I always feel I have helped give a discarded 
object a new lease on life, and it makes me feel human. Using old photographs or photos of old things 
serves a similar purpose. I am forever inspired by the variation that exists in nature, and am trying to 
capture it's beauty when I can. I find inspiration in the Figurative arts movement, which sought, through 
its representational qualities, to explore the nature of art. I also like to give a perpetual nod the anti-
bourgeois Dada movement, which used photos and collage (not considered real art materials or 
techniques 100 years ago) to create social commentary and to redefine the meaning of 'Art'.  
 
Catherine Moreno 

  
Water -- a powerful sculpting force, mysterious in movement, conveying light in myriad transparent 
abstractions -- we see it and its formations daily, a substance not to be taken for granted on this 
melting planet. I am fascinated by abstraction, three-dimensionality, motion, luminescence, color, 
shadows and reflection -- water in motion or in any state is my favorite subject.  
 
Gail Morrison 
  
I am captivated by printmaking, bewitched by etching: the complexity of process; the history invoked 
by the smell of the ink; the endless combinations and variations of techniques that don’t always 



produce quite the result you think they will; the luscious paper and the embossment made by the plate 
as the paper and ink are melded into one; the stately progression of steps to a traditional etching; the 
thrill of turning the wheel of the press, folding back the blankets, and gently lifting the paper to see 
what has appeared.  
 
I am honored to explore and practice the traditions of fine art printmaking - its history, and quiet 
emotional involvement and intimate connection with the viewer. 
 
Elise Odom 

  
My artistic vision is defined by observations of the world and my perception of them.   Rather than 
seeing life in a certain way, I strive to paint what is unique.  Sometimes these are representational 
images of beautiful or exotic elements in nature, and sometimes they are abstractions. 
 
Debbie Patrick 
  
People and animals are my favorite subjects. I alternate between pastels and oils. The subject, its 
texture, and the quality of light I wish to achieve will often dictate which medium I use. Soft pastels 
work beautifully when rendering fur, feathers and various fabrics, so I tend to use them more for 
animal studies. I always try to capture a subject's unique personality or mood, especially as reflected 
in their eyes.  
 
Carol Ponzio 
  
My art work, both the prints and the sculpture, capture the flow or motion of an object. Nature is my 
inspiration, although I have been including portraits and figures in my recent work. Most of my work is 
an abstraction of a landscape or object in a landscape in which I try to capture the motion, color, form 
or some other aspect of the object.  I have also been working with making paper and combining the 
paper with copper to create sculpture and 2 dimensional art.  I enjoy experimenting with different 
paints and techniques often combining different mediums.  
 
I studied art with my father, Charles Berry, and at San Jose State University.  After teaching for forty 
years I returned to  studying art techniques and renewing my fascination with printmaking and paper 
making.  
 
Lorraine Prinzing 
  
I am motivated to make art by nature, people, and color.   
 
Meg Reilly 
  
My abstracts are a reflection of sky, water and land forms. My hand thrown and built ceramics 
demonstrate a spareness that I work hard to achieve. Please visit me at my studio or my website to 
see more of my work. www.megreillyart.com 
 
Noel Ryan 
  
Noel paints with watercolor to express the beauty and wonders of nature and the charm and simplicity 
of people and places.  She paints to tell a story and hopefully to remind the viewer of special places 
and special moments in their lives. 
 
Iris Sabre 
  
I paint from life, taking my inspiration from the outdoors and from live models. I paint with oils using 
brilliant colors and vigorous brush strokes. I enjoy working outdoors taking my easel to the rocky 



hillside or verdant meadow. Being there in the ever changing light is a major part of the experience 
and lends spontaneity to the work. I also find the human face and form endlessly fascinating and 
expressive.   
 
Deborah Seidman 

  
 I am a painter, photographer and student of art, working with acrylics, watercolor and mixed media. 
I’ve had a long love affair with drawing and painting of the natural world. Today my work includes 
portraits, abstractions, and more recently landscape.   My deepest interests are in color and line and 
they are both strong elements in my work.   I like to work in layers, painting one over the other, but so 
you can see the layers underneath.   I have never considered myself a political artist but changing 
times have brought concerns about the environment and the future of our beautiful planet. 
 
Douglas Slye 
  
I find the suggestion of a place or scene can be more provoking than an actual photograph or detailed 
painting for it engages all the perceptive and creative energy in the viewer. It also pushes the mind to 
recall similar visions real or imagined and the feelings associated with that place.     
 
Donna Solin 
  
I love to experiment with new mediums and ways to paint. This diptych was a new experience for me 
with new ideas to let the paint flow. 
 
Bette Trono 

  
I am drawn to how our visual perceptions and emotional sensibilities connect us. It is the abstract 
elements of color, shape, line, movement and a place in time that we all intuitively feel, see, engage 
and remember. The basis of my art is to capture the essence of human emotions.  
 
Nature, the world around me, and shared experiences with others are my source of creative 
inspiration. I deconstruct what I see into simple relationships, sections of landscape, organic forms, 
lines and color. As I paint, I find the work may lead me to a totally abstract piece or may include 
realistic elements or reference.  
 
Karin Urquhart 
  
Karin, a resident of Fairfax, CA with a summer place at Lake Almanor, CA, is an award winning artist 
specializing in oils, acrylics and watercolors.  Many galleries include her paintings in Plumas County 
and the San Francisco Bay Area.   She also regularly shows her work at the prestigious juried Fine 
Arts section of the Marin County Fair.  She is a member of the Marin Society of Artists where several 
of her paintings have been displayed and sold in juried exhibitions.  
 
An hiatus from her painting occurred during a distinguished career of public service in the field of 
environmental conservation for which she has received many honors including induction into the Marin 
Women's Hall of Fame, the American Association of University Women's 'Woman of Achievement 
Award', Senator Barbara Boxer's 'Women Making  History Award' and inclusion in the Marquis 'Who's 
Who in America' and 'Who's Who in American Women'. 
 
Ronile Valenza 

  
Having lived my entire life a stone’s throw from the Pacific Ocean, my love of water started at an early 
age and I've spent time in, on and around it.  Staring at the night sky, another fascination of mine, is 
much like jumping into a body of water. 
 



I now translate that love into paintings.   
 
Please visit my website to see more of my work www.ronilevalenza.com 
 
Richard Weinberger 

  
I've been an oil painter for almost 30 years. My work is mostly figurative but I also like to experiment. I 
paint whatever subject interests me. 
 
Jane Zich 
  
People often ask me, 'Do your paintings come from your dreams?' My answer is 'no' and 'yes.' My 
paintings are not usually inspired by my nighttime dreams, but the way I paint seems to be much like 
dreaming, as if waking dreams materialize while I am painting, or the painting emerges as part of the 
waking dream. Each painting then ends up being a reflected image of a waking dream that occurred 
during one or more painting sessions. Different aspects of these waking dreams become, or are, the 
painting's colors, textures, spontaneous imagery, and relationships among elements in the painting. 
Recurring motifs and figures sometimes convey my own relationship with the dream, but the symbolic 
material in these waking dreams usually feels more archetypal than personal. 
  
When I begin a painting, I generally do not know what figures will arrive until they appear in the 
painting. Throughout the painting process there seems to be a dialogue going on between my ordinary 
conscious self and that part of the unconscious from which dreams spring. Together the conscious 
and the unconscious create the painting. During the process I feel both awake and entranced, both 
active and acted upon, both applying my skills and learning new ones. At certain points during the 
process I experience a deeply gratifying sense of partnership with something larger than my ego 
consciousness. This “other” brings with it a gift of wonder that invites my imagination to explore and 
express itself ever more deeply. Painting seems to cultivate my relationships with archetypal energies 
that are at play in the human psyche and to rebalance my adult self with a child-like sense of awe and 
possibilities. I hope that my paintings allow similar effects to occur in those who look at them.  
  
My idea of what makes a painting successful in the world is that it invites viewers to engage in their 
own waking dreams as they explore the imagery within the picture's frame. This is partly why I can 
never fully answer the frequently asked question, 'What does this ... in the painting mean?' What the 
painting and its various symbols 'mean' depends on who is viewing the painting. There are no wrong 
answers to the question, 'What does this painting mean to you?'  
 
 
 
 
 


